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December 17, 2021

RE: Updated NJDOH Guidance - Update #1 - Reduced Exclusion For Unvaccinated Close Contacts
- Update #2 - Alternative Diagnosis

Dear Florham Park Parents/Guardians and Staff,

Please be advised that the New Jersey Department of Health (NJDOH) just released its updated COVID-19 Guidance
for K-12 Schools yesterday.   Within the NJDOH guidance document, there are TWO (2) key updates that impact our
procedures and are effective immediately:

● Update #1 - Reduced Exclusion for Unvaccinated Close Contacts
During all levels of community transmission and during outbreaks, any individual who is identified as a close
contact may use a reduced exclusion period of 10 days (or 7 days with a negative test result collected at 5-7
days) as long as the individual remains asymptomatic.  Individuals should still continue to monitor symptoms
for 14 days. (This was the procedure in place when we were in the Yellow CALI status to start the school year)

● Update #2  - Alternative Diagnosis
Individuals with COVID-19 compatible symptoms and no known exposure to a COVID-19 case in the last 14
days, regardless of vaccinated status, may follow the NJDOH School Exclusion List to determine when they
may return to school only if they have an alternative diagnosis (i.e., strep throat, influenza, worsening of
chronic illness) supported by clinical evaluation.  If an individual does not receive an alternative diagnosis
from a healthcare provider, the COVID-19 Exclusion Criteria must still remain in place.

If your child(ren)’s exclusion period is impacted (shortened, etc.) by these two new updates, the school will be
contacting you shortly. Please remain patient as this NJDOH update and its public release was done without notice to
the district.  Therefore, the district is trying its best to accommodate for these changes and to contact those whom it
may have impacted.

As a parent and educator, I certainly understand the frustration with all of the NJDOH/NJDOE updates and changes.
Again, I would like to thank all of you for your cooperation, patience and understanding during this time.  The Florham
Park School District has and will continue to strive under any circumstance, and that is due to the efforts of our entire
school community.

Sincerely,

Steven Caponegro
Dr. Steven Caponegro

“Individual commitment to a group effort -- that is what makes a team work,
a company work, a society work, a civilization work."  – Vince Lombardi

cc: Mr. Thomas Cantisano, Florham Park Health Officer

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/documents/topics/outbreaks/School%20Exclusion%20List_9.2018.pdf

